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the rear caused a flight which became a rout when
Wellington charged.

Wellington's own official report, in two succes-
sive clauses, grants the full credit for the victory to
Bliicher's assistance and then entirely takes that
credit away:

I should not do justice to my own feelings, or to
Marshal Blucher and the Prussian army, if I did not
attribute the successful result of this arduous day to
the cordial and timely assistance I received from them.
The operation of General Bulow upon the enemy's
flank was a most decisive one, and, even if I had not found
myself in a situation to make the attack which produced
the final result, it would have forced the enemy to re-
tire if his attacks should have failed, and would have
prevented him from taking advantage of them if they
should have unfortunately succeeded.

Wellington is wrong. He may have thought
that he "made the attack that produced the
final result," but the Prussians, who had their
faces turned towards him while his back was to
them, were in a better position than he to see where
the flight began. There is no need to suspect
dishonest intent. It is a matter in which Well-
ington might easily have been deceived.

A very reputable German historian1 infers that
the reports of the division commanders would
have told a different story from that of their chief,
and relates that Wellington, in consequence,

1 Von Lettow-Vorbeck.